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Newsletter 22nd September 2023 
 
Dear parents and carers 
 
It is very important to us that we work in partnership 
with you so we can do the very best for your child. There 
is a lot of information on our website to keep you 
informed about what your child is learning so you can 
support this at home. The year group page (accessed 
from the bottom of the home page) has details of the 
maths and English objectives to be covered in the week 
ahead. You can find an overview of the topics to be 
covered in all subjects across the year on the curriculum 
tab, under yearly overview plans. For details of our 
approach to home learning, which is based on personal 
choice, please see this tab on the home page. 
 
If you require more information about what your child is 
learning or how to help them at home, please contact 
the class teacher via email. They will either ring you for 
a chat or arrange to meet you in person. 
 
Please help us to help your child by working with us and 
keeping channels of communication open. 
  
Mrs Sansom, Headteacher 
 
 
Meet our House Captains and Vice House Captains 

Congratulations! 
Meet our new House Captains and Vice House Captains: 
Albert, Simona, Mylee-Rae, Oliver, Darcy, Jude, Brianna, 
Charlotte, Lukas, Jasmine, Rebekah C and Cara V.  

Good luck to you all in your new role - you will be 
brilliant! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

                                                                                          

 
Vision for 2021-2026 

 
EVERYONE LEARNING TOGETHER 

 
Branfil is a vibrant learning community where we 

nurture lifelong learners who embody our school values 
and make a positive contribution to the world. 

 
Adults and children feel valued and love learning 
together. Everyone thrives and achieves personal 
success through being happy, safe and confident 

learners, who ask questions, take appropriate risks, 
learn from their mistakes and seek help when needed. 

 
 

        LOVE 
        EXPLORE 
        ASPIRE 
        RESPECT 
        NURTURE 
 

 
 

Cricket Success 

Lyla, Mylee-Rae, Mila, Mabel and Minnie are all part of 
Upminster Cricket Club. The U10 girls team won the 
Central Softball League last weekend - 
congratulations to you all! 
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Welcome to Acorns and Conkers classes 

Reception has had a wonderful first few days at 
school!  We have enjoyed lots of time getting to know 
our friends and the grown ups in our class and are really 
enjoying coming to school at Branfil!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 Anglo Saxon Workshop 

On Monday, year 4 were visited by Ash, an Anglo-Saxon 
from the past!  He showed them weapons and battle 
styles, clothing and jewellery, food and drink and burial 
rituals from that period of history. The children 
thoroughly enjoyed finding out about medieval Britain 
and are now ready and raring to learn more during our 
history lesson this term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 Birch to Pizza Express 

4 Birch had a great time at Pizza Express last Monday. 
They made Margherita pizza for their DT unit this term 
and enjoyed sampling them back at school. 4 Larch and 
4 Rowan are looking forward to their visits in October 
and November.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Excellence in the Arts 

Avtar in 2 Beech is last 
week's winner. He has 
been inspired by Year 
2's current history topic 
of the Great Fire of 
London to create this 
chalk and watercolour 
masterpiece depicting 

that fateful September in 1666. Avtar's thoughtful use of 
bold, contrasting colours is incredibly effective in 
showing St Paul's Cathedral against a backdrop of raging 
fire and billowing smoke.  

Conor in 3 Oak has been 
working hard at home to 
improve on his sketching 
skills. He carefully followed 
along with a tutorial to help 
him create this fantastic 
sketch. Conor's attention to 
detail has helped him to 
create a well proportioned 
outline and his use of shading 
has added some great details.  
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Scooters 

Scooters must be dismounted as soon as 
children enter the school grounds and must 
not be driven in the playground at drop off and pick up 
times. 

Riding scooters on site is potentially dangerous for 
pedestrians as well as the children riding the scooters. 

If members of staff see children riding scooters, they will 
tell them to dismount. 

Thank you in advance for your co-operation. 

 

Contacting the school 

Please be aware that if you contact the 
teachers during the school day they 
cannot be expected to read and 
respond to your email since they will be 
teaching.   The teachers may check their emails during 
their lunch break, however, this is not a school 
expectation and they will not always have time to reply.   

If you are emailing anything to do with attendance, e.g. 
illness or appointments, this must be sent 
to attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk.  

If you are emailing regarding a different collection 
time or arrangement, only let the teachers know if you 
are able to inform them before 8am on the day.  After 
this time, please email office@branfil.havering.sch.uk. 
Please note, if the person collecting your child is on the 
pickup list you do not need to inform the school since 
they will be released to anyone on this list.  

 
Internet Safety 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact with teachers 
 
A reminder to parents/carers that they can contact their 
child’s class teacher by using the following emails: 
 
 
acorns@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
conkers@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year1@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year3@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year4@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year6@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
 
 

X / Twitter 

Please follow us @BranfilPrimary 
to see life at Branfil. 

 
 
 

Water Bottles  

 
Please remember to send a named water bottle into 
school with your child each day. This should be plastic, 
reusable, approximately 500ml capacity (so it will fit into 
our carry crates) and clearly labelled with child's name 
and class. Only plain water is allowed. 
 
 
Happy Birthday! 
 
 
Diona, Albey, Fletcher, Chloe, 
Olivia, Rishi, Alice, Patrick, 
Maddison, Kamilla, Kendra, Evie, 
Skyla-May, Aidan, Rola, 
Elizabeth, Addison, Oliver, 
Oleksandra, Casey, Olivia, 
Jenson, Anneliese, Aisha, 
George, Rosie, Maksim  
 
 
 

mailto:attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:office@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:acorns@branfil.havering.sch.ukconkers@branfil.havering.sch.ukyear1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:acorns@branfil.havering.sch.ukconkers@branfil.havering.sch.ukyear1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:acorns@branfil.havering.sch.ukconkers@branfil.havering.sch.ukyear1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year3@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year4@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year6@branfil.havering.sch.uk


 

Headteacher: Mrs N Sansom 
 
 

Cedar Avenue, Upminster, Essex. RM14 2LW 
Phone: 01708 225186    Web: www.branfil.com    Email:  office@branfil.havering.sch.uk 

 

 
School start time 

A reminder that the back and front gates are open 
between 8.35 am and 8.45 am for children to arrive in 
school. 

Any children who arrive after this time will receive a late 
mark.  The minutes late, and reason for lateness, have to 
be entered onto our registration system, and the office 
staff will also ask for your child’s lunch requirement – 
this can all mean  a delay (especially if parents have not 
consulted the menu in advance).   

 
Reminder – pick up times 
  
Please can all parents and carers ensure that they enter 
the playground via the front or back gate at the correct 
times. 
  
Reception – 3:10pm 
Year 1, 2 and Year 3 – 3:15pm 
Year 4, 5 and 6 – 3:20pm 
 These staggered times help to ensure that the children 
leave school safely at the end of the day. Please 
remember to enter the playground at the designated 
time, line up in front of the correct class and once you 
have collected your child leave via the one way system. 
If you have more than one child to collect, please wait at 
the back of the playground until the next time slot. 
Managing the exit of all our pupils safely requires careful 
planning and organisation. By adhering to the times you 
are supporting us to maintain safe routines. Thank you. 
 
 
Absent from School 
 
Appointments should be made outside of school hours.  
If it is not possible to arrange a medical appointment, 
including doctors, dentist, opticians or hospital 
appointments, outside the school day, please send a 
copy of your appointment by text or email to: 
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk. 

This is necessary in order for the absence to be 
authorised.  Please email in advance of the appointment 
to ensure that the teacher is aware and your 
child/children are sent to the office ready for you to 
collect. 

Please remember to contact the school when your child 

is absent on a daily basis.  You can either email: 

attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk or telephone the 

school on 01708 225186 and press option 1 if you wish 

to leave a message.  Please leave your child’s name, 

class and reason for absence.  Please do not just say your 

child is unwell as we need to record a reason.   If you 

wish to speak to a member of the office staff, please hold 

on the line and your call will be answered.     

If your child has sickness or diarrhoea, they will need to 

remain off school for 48 hours after the symptoms have 

cleared. 

 
Authorised and Unauthorised Leave 
 
We strongly recommend that holidays are not taken 
during term time since these cannot be authorised.  For 
any other planned absence, in the event that this cannot 
be avoided, a formal request should be submitted as 
soon as it is anticipated and, where possible, before the 
absence.  A leave of absence request form must be 
completed, assessible from the school office or by 
emailing: attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk. The 
headteacher may require evidence to support any 
request for leave of absence. 
 
Only the school, within the context of the law, can 
approve absence, not parents or carers.  The 
headteacher will only grant a leave of absence to a pupil 
during term time if they consider there to be 
‘exceptional circumstances’ (this does not include family 
holidays, weddings or birthdays).   
 
The local authority can fine parents for the unauthorised 
absence of their child from the school, where the child is 
of compulsory school age. 
 
If issued with a fine, or penalty notice, each parent must 
pay £60 within 21 days or £120 with 28 days.  The 
payment must be made directly to the local authority.  If 
the payment has not been made after 28 days, the local 
authority can decide whether to prosecute or withdraw 
the notice.  O:\Primary\Attendance\Authorised and 
Unauthorised Leave.pdf  
..\..\Attendance\Holiday Forms\Q & A Penalty Notice 
Fact Sheet V2.pdf 
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11.09.2023 – 15.09.2023 
 
The following classes won the 
Attendance Superstar 
Certificate for excellent 
attendance of over 97%:  
1 Pine,  1 Willow,  2 Beech,  3 Hazel, 4 Rowan,  5 Alder,  
5 Aspen, 6 Acacia, 6 Chestnut and 6 Hornbeam. 
 
  

A special ‘well done’ to 2 Beech for 100% 
attendance.     
 

 
 
 
 
 
15th September 2023  
 
Elizabeth- 1 Pine 
Patrick - 1 Lime 
Harry - 1 Willow 
Danny - 2 Cedar 
Maddison - 2 Beech 
Teddy - 2 Holly 
George - 3 Hazel 
Seraphina - 3 Oak 
Betsy-Lu- 3 Maple 
Chiemeke- 4 Birch 
Aydin - 4 Rowan 
Dolcie - 4 Larch 
Evie - 5 Alder 
Oleksandra - 5 Aspen 
Jessica-Rose - 5 Hawthorn 
Amelia - 6 Hornbeam 
Vinny - 6 Acacia 
Mylee - 6 Chestnut 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
18.09.2023 – 22.09.2023 
 
The following classes won the 
Attendance Superstar 
Certificate for excellent 
attendance of over 97%: 
Acorns,   Conkers,   1 Pine,   3 Oak,   3 Hazel,    4 Larch,    
4 Rowan, 5 Hawthorn, 6 Acacia and 6 Hornbeam. 
 
 

A special ‘well done’ to Conkers and 1 Pine 
for 100% attendance.     
 

 
 
 
 
 
22nd September 2023  
 
Max - 1 Pine 
Louie- 1 Lime 
Archie- 1 Willow 
Dexter- 2 Cedar 
Louie- 2 Beech 
Thea - 2 Holly 
Jayden - 3 Hazel 
Isabel - 3 Oak 
Oliver - 3 Maple 
Darcy - 4 Birch 
Rosalyn - 4 Rowan 
David - 4 Larch 
Charlie - 5 Alder 
George - 5 Aspen 
Lawson - 5 Hawthorn 
Oscar - 6 Hornbeam 
Lois - 6 Acacia 
Toby - 6 Chestnut 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Wednesday, 27th September 2023 Year 2 Parent Reading and Phonic Workshop 

Thursday, 28th September 2023 Year 1 (year 2 parents if invited) Phonic Workshop for Parents 

Monday, 2nd October 2023 – Friday, 6th October 2023 Year 6 Bikeability 

Monday, 2nd October 2023 Harvest Festival Assembly 

Tuesday, 3rd October 2023 Individual Class Photos 

Wednesday, 4th October 2023 School Tours for New Intake 2024 – 9:15am and 1:45pm 

Thursday, 5th October 2023 Yearly AGM 9-10am for new and existing parents 

Monday, 9th October 2023 Year 2 – Creating Pudding Lane – parent event 

Tuesday, 10th October 2023 Year 5 Employment and Engagement Session 

Tuesday, 10th October 2023 4 Larch visit to Pizza Express 9:30am 

Wednesday, 11th October 2023 All About Your Child Meetings 

Thursday, 12th October 2023 Year 1 Maths Parental Workshop 

Tuesday, 17th October 2023 Science Dome for Year 5 

Thursday, 19th October 2023 School Tours for New Intake 2024 – 9:15am and 1:45pm 

Thursday, 19th October 2023 Year 1 Science Workshop 

Monday, 23rd October – Friday, 27th October 2023 Autumn Half Term 

Thursday, 2nd November 2023 Reception Phonics Parent Workshop 

Friday, 3rd November 2023 Year 5 – Miles the Mole Air Quality Theatre Production 

Monday, 6th November 2023 Flu Vaccinations – session 1 

Monday, 6th November 2023 Reception – Diwali Dance Workshop 

Tuesday, 7th November 2023 4 Rowan visit to Pizza Express 9:30am    (amended date) 

Monday, 13th November 2023 Odd Sock Day for Anti Bullying Week 

Saturday, 25th November 2023 Friends of Branfil Christmas Bazaar 

Friday, 1st December 2023 INSET day 

Thursday, 7th December 2023 Friends of Branfil Children’s Xmas Sale  

Friday, 15th December 2023 Year 5 Parent Event – Sewing (D&T) 

Wednesday, 20th December 2023 – Wednesday, 3rd January 2024 Christmas Break 

Thursday, 4th January 2024 INSET day 

Friday, 5th January 2024 INSET day 

Monday, 19th February – Friday, 23rd February 2024 February Half Term 

Friday, 29th March – Friday, 12th April 2023 Easter Break 

Monday, 27th May – Friday, 31st May 2024 Spring Half Term 

Wednesday, 24th July 2024 Break up for the summer break 
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