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Newsletter 6th October 2023 
 
Dear parents and carers 
 
At Branfil, we are constantly striving to improve and 
develop to ensure every pupil has the best possible 
primary education. Every year, the Governing Body 
supports and monitors our School Improvement Plan 
(SIP), which identifies our priorities for improvement 
(please see website – Our School tab – SIP). 
This year, our main priorities are as follows: 
 

 Develop knowledge and skills of teaching staff to 

ensure all lessons are effectively adapted to fully 

meet the needs of all pupils with additional 

needs 

 Further develop a range of strategies to support 

accelerated progress for Pupil Premium children 

 Further develop accurate assessment of 

foundation subjects 

 Develop tracking and evaluation systems for 

interventions 

We also continue to develop areas that we have focused 
on for the last couple of years so they become 
embedded in what we do: our curriculum offer, early 
reading and writing provision, Outdoor Play and 
Learning (OPAL) and awareness of cultural diversity. 
Please contact the office if you would like more 
information about our SIP. 
 
 Mrs Sansom, Headteacher 
 
New Social Media Policy 

Social media (including all apps, sites and games that 
allow sharing and interaction between users) is a fact of 
modern life, and as a school, we accept that many 
parents/carers, staff and pupils will use it. 

We have a new Social Media Policy which you can find 
on our website: 
https://www.branfil.com/docs/Social%20Media%20Poli
cy%20Sept%2023.doc 

Please take the time to read this.  If parents/carers have 
a concern about the school, we urge them to contact us 
directly in private to resolve the matter. 

                                                                                    

 
Vision for 2021-2026 

 
EVERYONE LEARNING TOGETHER 

 
Branfil is a vibrant learning community where we 

nurture lifelong learners who embody our school values 
and make a positive contribution to the world. 

 
Adults and children feel valued and love learning 
together. Everyone thrives and achieves personal 
success through being happy, safe and confident 

learners, who ask questions, take appropriate risks, 
learn from their mistakes and seek help when needed. 

 
 

        LOVE 
        EXPLORE 
        ASPIRE 
        RESPECT 
        NURTURE 
 

 
 

World Mental Health Day  

 

Tuesday 10th October is World 
Mental Health Day.  

We will be taking part in the 
#HelloYellow campaign.  

YoungMinds, who organise this 
event, is a charity who are using 
#HelloYellow to raise awareness and spread the word 
that young people are not alone when dealing with their 
mental health.  You will already have received the letter 
explaining how we will be recognising this day and the 
link to our justgiving page if you would like to donate. 

The Lily Jo Project is a wonderful website containing 
many resources to support the mental health of adults 
and children. Please click on the following link for more 
information:  www.thelilyjoproject.com   

Mrs White 

 

https://www.branfil.com/docs/Social%20Media%20Policy%20Sept%2023.doc
https://www.branfil.com/docs/Social%20Media%20Policy%20Sept%2023.doc
http://www.thelilyjoproject.com/


 

Headteacher: Mrs N Sansom 
 
 

Cedar Avenue, Upminster, Essex. RM14 2LW 
Phone: 01708 225186    Web: www.branfil.com    Email:  office@branfil.havering.sch.uk 

 

 
Branfil – Music Mark School Recognition 

We are proud to receive the Music Mark School 
Certificate of Recognition for the fourth year running.  
This is in recognition of a commitment to providing a 
high-quality music education for all children and young 
people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPAL – Maths Area 

Olivia made a chair using the maths resources 
available at lunchtime - it looks pretty comfortable too! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 Beech Forest School 

2 Beech thoroughly enjoyed their first Forest School 
session in Year 2 this week. They took part in den 
building, using a hand drill and a bow saw.  The children 
worked fantastically as a team and enjoyed the snack 
and drink afterwards to celebrate their successes! A 
huge thank you to Mrs. Ferguson for running such a 
fantastic session and we look forward to the next couple 
of Tuesdays outside again.  Mrs. Cullender 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 Phonics/Reading Workshop 

 

Thank you to all the parents and 
carers who attended the 
Phonics/Reading workshop on 
Wednesday 27th. It was great to 
see so many parents and carers 
engaged with reading with their 
child. We hope that it was informative and allowed you 
to have a clear insight into what reading looks like at 
Branfil. All information has been put onto both our 
school website and Google Classroom. Thank you again. 
Year 2 Team  
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Harvest Festival Collection 

We had an overwhelmingly generous response to the 
Harvest Festival collection.  Thank you to all our families 
who have donated food which has been delivered to 
Tapestry in Hornchurch.  The house with the highest 
number of items was Cely.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 Bikeability 

Some of the year 6 children have been lucky enough to 
take part in Bikeability training this week.  
 
Bikeability cycle training equips children with vital life 
skills. Pupils not only learn to cycle, they gain 
independence, social skills and a sense of wellbeing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Excellence in the Arts 

Toby in 6 Chestnut was last week's winner. He has used 
his digital design skills to create a colourful and eye 
catching flag for Hornchurch.  His clever use of the 
Hornchurch FC badge makes his design stand out against 
the bright patterned background. Toby's flag has even 
impressed the Mayor who he sent it to and got a reply 
from!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week’s winner is Faye in 3 Hazel.  She has been 
getting creative with salt dough to make this 
amazing necklace. Inspired by Year 3's history topic 
about the Stone Age, Faye has crafted a range of 
interesting shapes to create the tusks, bones and shells 
on her necklace.  
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Happy Birthday! 
 
 
Danny, Isabella, David, Laura, 
Lottie, Albert, Zoe, Jude, Charlie, 
Gabriela, Cooper, Albert, Betsy-
Lu, Teddy, Erin, Rebekah, Niamh, 
Willow, Aina, Lillianne, Morgan, 
Brody, Octavia, Charlie and 
Klaudijus. 
 
 
Internet Safety 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Contacting the school 

Please be aware that if you contact the 
teachers during the school day they 
cannot be expected to read and 
respond to your email since they will be 
teaching.   The teachers may check their emails during 
their lunch break, however, this is not a school 
expectation and they will not always have time to reply.   

If you are emailing anything to do with attendance, e.g. 
illness or appointments, this must be sent 
to attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk.  

If you are emailing regarding a different collection 
time or arrangement, only let the teachers know if you 
are able to inform them before 8am on the day.  After 
this time, please email office@branfil.havering.sch.uk. 
Please note, if the person collecting your child is on the 
pickup list you do not need to inform the school since 
they will be released to anyone on this list.  

 

Sharing concerns or making a complaint 
 
We ask that you bring any matter of concern to the 
immediate attention of your child’s class teacher, either 
in person at the end of the day as you pick your child up 
or through the year group email. All staff want to resolve 
any issues immediately so your child looks forward to 
being in school – please give them the chance to do that. 
Sharing negative issues on social media does not help 
your child and often makes a situation worse. 
  
If you still do not feel that your concern has been 
resolved, the next step is to speak to your child’s Year 
Leader – again, please make contact on the playground 
or through the year group email. Urgent issues can of 
course be raised by telephone alternatively. 
  
Any issue that needs further support to resolve will be 
passed to a member of the leadership team and contact 
will be made, usually by telephone initially, often 
followed up by a meeting in person. 
  
In the unlikely event that a resolution has not been 
found by this point, then we have a comprehensive 
Complaints Policy (available on the website), explaining 
what to do next. 
  
Thank you in advance for your support in working in 
partnership for the benefit of your child. 
 
 
Contact with teachers 
 
A reminder to parents/carers that they can contact their 
child’s class teacher by using the following emails: 
 
acorns@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
conkers@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year1@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year3@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year4@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year6@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
 
 
 
 

mailto:attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:office@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:acorns@branfil.havering.sch.ukconkers@branfil.havering.sch.ukyear1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:acorns@branfil.havering.sch.ukconkers@branfil.havering.sch.ukyear1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:acorns@branfil.havering.sch.ukconkers@branfil.havering.sch.ukyear1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year3@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year4@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year6@branfil.havering.sch.uk
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Break-time Snacks and Drinks 
 
Fresh water is available for use by the children 
throughout the day. No other drinks will be allowed in 
classrooms but children may bring a bottle or carton to 
drink with their lunch. These should be stored on their 
class lunch trolley at the beginning of the day. 
 
In Reception, Year 1 and Year 2, 
children are provided with a piece of 
fruit or a vegetable each day during 
morning break, funded by the 
government. 
 
In Years 3-6, children are allowed to bring in fruit or 
vegetables from home for break-time. These should be 
labelled and put in the class basket daily, not left in their 
packed lunch bag as this can cause disruption at 
playtime. 
 

Please note, WE ARE A NUT FREE 
SCHOOL. We have pupils who have 
severe nut allergies which can be life 
threatening so no products containing 

nuts can be brought into school. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 
 
Water Bottles  

 
Please remember to send a named water bottle 
into school with your child each day. This should 
be plastic, reusable, approximately 500ml 
capacity (so it will fit into our carry crates) and 
clearly labelled with child's name and class. Only 
plain water is allowed. 
 

Free School Meals/Pupil Premium 

Although this year all children in Reception through to 
Year 6 do not have to pay for school dinners, if you are 
in receipt of benefits, you may be entitled to Pupil 
Premium.  By registering for Free School Meals/Pupil 
Premium now, you may be entitled to register with 
Havering’s School Meal Holiday Scheme, which provides 
£15 per child per holiday week, as well as receive help 
from school with things like uniform, school trips, etc. 
For further details or to apply please go to: 
https://www.havering.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals  

Absent from School 
 
Appointments should be made outside of school hours.  
If it is not possible to arrange a medical appointment, 
including doctors, dentist, opticians or hospital 
appointments, outside the school day, please send a 
copy of your appointment by text or email to: 
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk. 

This is necessary in order for the absence to be 
authorised.  Please email in advance of the appointment 
to ensure that the teacher is aware and your 
child/children are sent to the office ready for you to 
collect. 

Please remember to contact the school when your child 

is absent on a daily basis.  You can either email: 

attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk or telephone the 

school on 01708 225186 and press option 1 if you wish 

to leave a message.  Please leave your child’s name, 

class and reason for absence.  Please do not just say 

your child is unwell as we need to record a reason.   If 

you wish to speak to a member of the office staff, please 

hold on the line and your call will be answered.     

If your child has sickness or diarrhoea, they will need to 

remain off school for 48 hours after the symptoms have 

cleared. 

 
Authorised and Unauthorised Leave 
 
We strongly recommend that holidays are not taken 
during term time since these cannot be authorised.  For 
any other planned absence, in the event that this cannot 
be avoided, a formal request should be submitted as 
soon as it is anticipated and, where possible, before the 
absence.  A leave of absence request form must be 
completed, assessible from the school office or by 
emailing: attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk. The 
headteacher may require evidence to support any 
request for leave of absence. 
 
Only the school, within the context of the law, can 
approve absence, not parents or carers.  The 
headteacher will only grant a leave of absence to a pupil 
during term time if they consider there to be 
‘exceptional circumstances’ (this does not include family 
holidays, weddings or birthdays).   

https://www.havering.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
mailto:attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk
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The local authority can fine parents for the unauthorised 
absence of their child from the school, where the child is 
of compulsory school age. 
 
If issued with a fine, or penalty notice, each parent must 
pay £60 within 21 days or £120 with 28 days.  The 
payment must be made directly to the local authority.  If 
the payment has not been made after 28 days, the local 
authority can decide whether to prosecute or withdraw 
the notice.  O:\Primary\Attendance\Authorised and 
Unauthorised Leave.pdf  
..\..\Attendance\Holiday Forms\Q & A Penalty Notice 
Fact Sheet V2.pdf 
    
 
School start time 

A reminder that the back and front gates are open 
between 8.35 am and 8.45 am for children to arrive in 
school. 

Any children who arrive after this time will receive a late 
mark.  The minutes late, and reason for lateness, have to 
be entered onto our registration system, and the office 
staff will also ask for your child’s lunch requirement – 
this can all mean  a delay (especially if parents/carers 
have not consulted the menu in advance).   

 

Reminder – pick up times 
  
Please can all parents and carers ensure that they enter 
the playground via the front or back gate at the correct 
times:  
Reception – 3:10pm 
Year 1, 2 and Year 3 – 3:15pm 
Year 4, 5 and 6 – 3:20pm 
 
These staggered times help to ensure that the children 
leave school safely at the end of the day. Please 
remember to enter the playground at the designated 
time, line up in front of the correct class and once you 
have collected your child leave promptly. If you have 
more than one child to collect, please wait at the back of 
the playground until the next time slot. Managing the 
exit of all our pupils safely requires careful planning and 
organisation. By adhering to the times you are 
supporting us to maintain safe routines. Thank you. 
 

 
Action for all settings: Share information on Measles/ 
MMR vaccination 
 
Measles cases are rising across the country, with over 
102,000 children starting primary school in England 
being at risk of catching the disease. Education settings 
are being asked to share key messages from the NHS 
about MMR / measles and how to get vaccinated. 
The Back to school MMR Guidance from the NHS 
includes information to share, as well as example social 
media posts which can be found here: NHS Vaccine 
Poster and NHS MMR Poster. 
Measles is highly infectious and if left unvaccinated nine 
out of ten children in a classroom can catch the disease 
if just one child is infectious. Parents are highly 
encouraged to get their children vaccinated. 
  
 

Support children and young people to take part in The 
Big Ambition survey 
 
The Children’s Commissioner for England has recently 
launched ‘The Big Ambition’ to hear directly from 
children, young people, and parents across the country. 
This is an opportunity to hear from all children, in every 
part of the country and in every setting. The survey will 
be used to encourage policymakers to think about 
children and young people’s needs, to ensure children’s 
voices are reflected in the decisions that will affect them 
in years to come. 
Education settings play a critical role in enabling us to 
hear from as many children and young people as 
possible. That is why we are encouraging all settings in 
England to take part and let their pupils have their say 
on what is important to them!  To find out more head 
to The Big Ambition page.  
To take part in The Big Ambition survey visit: 
 www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigambition. 
 
X / Twitter 

Please follow us @BranfilPrimary 
to see life at Branfil. 

 

 
 

file://///servera/office/Primary/Attendance/Authorised%20and%20Unauthorised%20Leave.pdf
file://///servera/office/Primary/Attendance/Authorised%20and%20Unauthorised%20Leave.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Head/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Attendance/Holiday%20Forms/Q%20&%20A%20Penalty%20Notice%20Fact%20Sheet%20V2.pdf
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZGZlY29tbXMuYmxvYi5jb3JlLndpbmRvd3MubmV0L2hlYWx0aC85b3V0b2YxMC5wbmc_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMTAwMy44MzUwOTM2MSJ9.4UUFd6oAtwwXDz72m0lFMcMlZrNJ_W08DFmWwoikaRw/s/3016699002/br/227286305021-l
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25.09.2023 – 29.09.2023 
 
The following classes won the 
Attendance Superstar 
Certificate for excellent 
attendance     of     over    97%: 
2  Beech,    2  Cedar,    3  Hazel, 
4  Birch,    4  Rowan,    5  Alder, 
5 Hawthorn and 6 Hornbeam.  
 

  
A special ‘well done’ to 5 Hawthorn for 100% 
attendance.     
 

 
 
 
 
 
29th September 2023  
 
Erin - 1 Pine 
Harry - 1 Lime 
Philip - 1 Willow 
Philip - 2 Cedar 
Rola - 2 Beech 
Mark - 2 Holly 
Meliha - 3 Hazel 
Leonel - 3 Oak 
Thomas - 3 Maple 
Maisy - 4 Birch 
Ava - 4 Rowan 
Gino - 4 Larch 
Frank - 5 Alder 
Millie - 5 Aspen 
Lexie - 5 Hawthorn 
Waaiz - 6 Hornbeam 
Oliver - 6 Acacia 
Simona - 6 Chestnut 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
02.10.2023 – 06.10.2023 
 
The following classes won the 
Attendance Superstar 
Certificate for excellent 
attendance    of    over    97%: 
1  Pine,    2  Beech,     2  Holly, 
3 Hazel, 3 Maple, 6 Chestnut 
and 6 Hornbeam. 
 
 

A special ‘well done’ to 2 Beech for 100% 
attendance.     
 

 
 
 
 
 
6th October 2023  
 
Darcy – Acorns 
Niamh – Conkers 
Marnie - 1 Pine 
Brayden - 1 Lime 
Alex - 1 Willow 
Ada-Rose - 2 Cedar 
Teddy-Jay- 2 Beech 
Jaxson - 2 Holly 
Tami - 3 Hazel 
William- 3 Oak 
Aleksandra - 3 Maple 
Jack - 4 Birch 
Sonny - 4 Rowan 
Charley - 4 Larch 
Paige - 5 Alder 
Harry - 5 Aspen 
Charlie - 5 Hawthorn 
Mila - 6 Hornbeam 
Bethany - 6 Acacia 
Koray - 6 Chestnut 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Monday, 9th October 2023 Year 2 – Creating Pudding Lane – parent event 

Tuesday, 10th October 2023 Wear something yellow in aid of World Mental Health Day 

Tuesday, 10th October 2023 Year 5 Employment and Engagement Session 

Tuesday, 10th October 2023 4 Larch visit to Pizza Express 9:30am 

Wednesday, 11th October 2023 All About Your Child Meetings 

Thursday, 12th October 2023 Year 1 Maths Parental Workshop 

Thursday, 12th October 2023 Friends of Branfil Disco for years 1, 3 and 4 

Tuesday, 17th October 2023 Science Dome for Year 5 

Tuesday, 17th October 2023 Friends of Branfil Disco for years 2, 5 and 6 

Thursday, 19th October 2023 School Tours for New Intake 2024 – 9:15am and 1:45pm 

Thursday, 19th October 2023 Year 1 Science Workshop 

Monday, 23rd October – Friday, 27th October 2023 Autumn Half Term 

Wednesday, 1st November 2023 School Tour for New Intake 2024 – 9:15am 

Thursday, 2nd November 2023 Reception Phonics Parent Workshop 

Friday, 3rd November 2023 Year 5 – Miles the Mole Air Quality Theatre Production 

Monday, 6th November 2023 Flu Vaccinations – session 1 

Monday, 6th November 2023 Reception – Diwali Dance Workshop 

Tuesday, 7th November 2023 4 Rowan visit to Pizza Express 9:30am    (amended date) 

Friday, 10th November 2023 Year 3 Thorndon Park Caveman Trip 

Monday, 13th November 2023 Odd Sock Day for Anti Bullying Week 

Saturday, 25th November 2023 Friends of Branfil Christmas Bazaar 

Friday, 1st December 2023 INSET day 

Thursday, 7th December 2023 Friends of Branfil Children’s Xmas Sale  

Monday, 11th December 2023 3 Hazel Xmas performance for parents/carers 

Monday, 11th December 2023 Flu Vaccinations - session 2 

Wednesday, 13th December 2023 3 Oak Xmas performance for parents/carers 

Thursday, 14th December 2023 3 Maple Xmas performance for parents/carers 

Friday, 15th December 2023 Year 5 Parent Event – Sewing (D&T) 

Wednesday, 20th December 2023 – Wednesday, 3rd January 2024 Christmas Break 

Thursday, 4th January 2024 INSET day 

Friday, 5th January 2024 INSET day 

Monday, 19th February – Friday, 23rd February 2024 February Half Term 

Friday, 29th March – Friday, 12th April 2023 Easter Break 

Monday, 27th May – Friday, 31st May 2024 Spring Half Term 

Wednesday, 24th July 2024 Break up for the summer break 
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