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Newsletter 8th September 2023 
 
Dear parents and carers 
 
Welcome back to everyone who is joining us for another 
year at Branfil and a very warm welcome if you are new 
to our Branfil family. The children have all returned with 
a positive attitude, raring to go for another busy term, 
and our staff team are looking forward to ‘everyone 
learning together’ once again. We already have lots of 
plans in place to enhance the children’s learning, as you 
will see on the Diary Dates towards the end of the 
newsletter, with many more being organised (the Diary 
Dates are updated on each fortnightly Friday newsletter 
so please check regularly). 
  
For parents and carers of children in years 1-6, please 
note that each teacher will be leading a meeting next 
week, in their classroom, where you will hear key 
messages about the year to come (see dates). We hope 
to see as many of you there as possible. 
  
We look forward to working in partnership with you over 
this year, ensuring your child has the best possible 
experience at Branfil. Please remember, if you have any 
questions, concerns, feedback or information to share, 
your child’s class teacher is the first point of contact, via 
the year group email. 
  
I hope you enjoy the weekend. 
  
Mrs Sansom, Headteacher 
 
 
Meet the Senior Leadership Team 

 

 

 

 

  

Mrs Sansom              Mrs Gunthorpe               Mrs Metcalfe        
      
Headteacher        Deputy Headteacher       Assistant  Headteacher    

                                                                                        and SENCO 

                                                                                            

 
Vision for 2021-2026 

 
EVERYONE LEARNING TOGETHER 

 
Branfil is a vibrant learning community where we 

nurture lifelong learners who embody our school values 
and make a positive contribution to the world. 

 
Adults and children feel valued and love learning 
together. Everyone thrives and achieves personal 
success through being happy, safe and confident 

learners, who ask questions, take appropriate risks, 
learn from their mistakes and seek help when needed. 

 
 

        LOVE 
        EXPLORE 
        ASPIRE 
        RESPECT 
        NURTURE 
 

 
 

Contacting the school 

Please be aware that if you contact the 
teachers during the school day they 
cannot be expected to read and 
respond to your email since they will be 
teaching.   The teachers may check their emails during 
their lunch break, however, this is not a school 
expectation and they will not always have time to reply.   

If you are emailing anything to do with attendance, e.g. 
illness or appointments, this must be sent 
to attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk.  

If you are emailing regarding a different collection 
time or arrangement, only let the teachers know if you 
are able to inform them before 8am on the day.  After 
this time, please email office@branfil.havering.sch.uk. 
Please note, if the person collecting your child is on the 
pickup list you do not need to inform the school since 
they will be released to anyone on this list.  
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Contact with teachers 
 
A reminder to parents/carers that they can contact their 
child’s class teacher by using the following emails: 
 
acorns@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
conkers@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year1@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year3@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year4@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year6@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
 

 
School Library 
 

We are really pleased with how our 
school library is coming along. The 
children are thoroughly enjoying 
the space and love taking books out 
to share with their adults at 

home. Unfortunately there are still a number of 
books outstanding, some of which have been 
outstanding for a very long period of time. Many 
parents/carers have kindly offered to replace lost 
books, but in some circumstances, this is either not 
possible because the book is so old and out of print, 
or we already have several copies.  We have made 
the decision to set a 'fine' of £5 for any lost books. 
This way we can decide if we want to replace it, or 
put the money towards new books that we don't 
have. We hope that you can support us in this 
decision, so that the children can continue to 
explore the wide range of high quality texts that we 
have in our school library. Thank you.  
Mrs. Cullender  
 

X / Twitter 

Please follow us @BranfilPrimary 
to see life at Branfil. 

 
 
 

PE Days     
 
Please see below for the days that 
the children will be required to 
come into school wearing their PE 
kit: 
 

1 Lime  Monday and Friday 

1 Pine  Tuesday and Wednesday 

1 Willow  Monday and Wednesday 

2 Beech  Tuesday and Thursday 

2 Cedar  Tuesday and Thursday 

2 Holly  Tuesday and Thursday 

3 Hazel  Wednesday and Thursday 

3 Maple Wednesday and Thursday 

3 Oak  Wednesday and Thursday 

4 Birch  Wednesday and Thursday 

4 Larch  Monday and Friday 

4 Rowan Thursday and Friday 

5 Alder  Tuesday and Friday 

5 Aspen  Tuesday and Friday 

5 Hawthorn Tuesday and Friday 

6 Acacia Monday and Friday 

6 Chestnut Monday and Wednesday 

6 Hornbeam Tuesday and Wednesday 

 
Swimming 
 
4 Birch will be having swimming 
lessons this term, on Wednesdays.  A 
letter has gone out this week with all 
the information.  Pupils should still 
wear their PE kits on this day. 
 
Internet Safety 
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Nut Free School 

 
Just a reminder that we are a nut 
free school due to severe allergies 
and therefore no nut products are 
allowed. 
 

Water Bottles  

 
Please remember to send a named water bottle into 
school with your child each day. This should be plastic, 
reusable, approximately 500ml capacity (so it will fit into 
our carry crates) and clearly labelled with child's name 
and class. Only plain water is allowed. 
 
 
Tikkers Children’s Watch  
Tikkers children’s watches are not suitable for use in 
school. For safeguarding reasons, 
children are only allowed to wear 
standard watches that do not have the 
ability to take photographs or film, and 
cannot be used to access the Internet. 

 
No Pushchairs in the school building 
 
Please be aware that no pushchairs are allowed in the 
school building for health and safety reasons.  We 
request that the pushchairs are left in the reception area 
and any babies or toddlers are carried through the 
building.  This applies for all events, including book looks. 
 
School start time 

A reminder that the back and front gates are open 
between 8.35 am and 8.45 am for children to arrive in 
school. 

Any children who arrive after this time will receive a late 
mark.  The minutes late, and reason for lateness, have to 
be entered onto our registration system, and the office 
staff will also ask for your child’s lunch requirement – 
this can all mean  a delay (especially if parents have not 
consulted the menu in advance).   

 
 

Absent from School 
 
Appointments should be made outside of school hours.  
If it is not possible to arrange a medical appointment, 
including doctors, dentist, opticians or hospital 
appointments, outside the school day, please send a 
copy of your appointment by text or email to: 
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk. 

This is necessary in order for the absence to be 
authorised.  Please email in advance of the appointment 
to ensure that the teacher is aware and your 
child/children are sent to the office ready for you to 
collect. 

Please remember to contact the school when your child 

is absent on a daily basis.  You can either email: 

attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk or telephone the 

school on 01708 225186 and press option 1 if you wish 

to leave a message.  Please leave your child’s name, 

class and reason for absence.  Please do not just say your 

child is unwell as we need to record a reason.   If you 

wish to speak to a member of the office staff, please hold 

on the line and your call will be answered.     

 
Reminder – pick up times 
  
Please can all parents and carers ensure that they enter 
the playground via the front or back gate at the correct 
times. 
  
Reception – 3:10pm 
Year 1, 2 and Year 3 – 3:15pm 
Year 4, 5 and 6 – 3:20pm 
  
These staggered times help to ensure that the children 
leave school safely at the end of the day. Please 
remember to enter the playground at the designated 
time, line up in front of the correct class and once you 
have collected your child leave via the one way system. 
If you have more than one child to collect, please wait at 
the back of the playground until the next time slot. 
Managing the exit of all our pupils safely requires careful 
planning and organisation. By adhering to the times you 
are supporting us to maintain safe routines. Thank you. 
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Authorised and Unauthorised Leave 
 
We strongly recommend that holidays are not taken 
during term time since these cannot be authorised.  For 
any other planned absence, in the event that this cannot 
be avoided, a formal request should be submitted as 
soon as it is anticipated and, where possible, before the 
absence.  A leave of absence request form must be 
completed, assessible from the school office or by 
emailing: attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk. The 
headteacher may require evidence to support any 
request for leave of absence. 
 
Only the school, within the context of the law, can 
approve absence, not parents or carers.  The 
headteacher will only grant a leave of absence to a pupil 
during term time if they consider there to be 
‘exceptional circumstances’ (this does not include family 
holidays, weddings or birthdays).   
 
The local authority can fine parents for the unauthorised 
absence of their child from the school, where the child is 
of compulsory school age. 
 
If issued with a fine, or penalty notice, each parent must 
pay £60 within 21 days or £120 with 28 days.  The 
payment must be made directly to the local authority.  If 
the payment has not been made after 28 days, the local 
authority can decide whether to prosecute or withdraw 
the notice.  O:\Primary\Attendance\Authorised and 
Unauthorised Leave.pdf  
..\..\Attendance\Holiday Forms\Q & A Penalty Notice 
Fact Sheet V2.pdf 
    
Raising Money for Hot Meal for non-privileged 
members of our community 
 
Can you help icanyoucantoo CIC 
raise £15000 to fund 
icanyoucantoo's 'Hot Meals' 
initiatives throughout 2023/24, 
which support non-privileged 
members of our community. 
 
Please donate to their JustGiving Crowdfunding 
Page: https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/icanp
rovidehotmeals?utm_term=74eWvaykN 
 

Information from icanyoucantoo, an organisation that 
has supported some of our families over the last few 
years: 
 
What started as an immediate response to a toddler 
dying in our local community has turned into a whole 
operational programme that grows bigger and better 
every time. Since we began, we have provided +20,000 
hot meals and +10,000 hygiene products to +1,500 
individuals – predominantly women and children – all 
made possible through +500 individuals who’ve 
generously volunteered their time during the Christmas 
and Easter school holidays, when we know household 
budgets are stretched the most. 
 
To date, we have relied on (and are very thankful for!) 
kind one-off donations and fundraisers from our 
supporters and network to make it all happen…but with 
demand ever-increasing, food prices rising, and our 
burning desire to support as many people as possible 
driving us…we need to create more certainty around our 
resources. Namely, money. 
 
So, Team icanyoucantoo are rolling up their sleeves to 
hit the road! In September 2023, we are entering two 
teams into our first ever running and cycle events to fund 
our Academic Year ‘23/24 Hot Meals initiatives: 

▪️ Sunday 3 Sep - The Big Half, London🏃 - with team 
icanyoucantoo expertly captained by our very own Kuda 
Mika 

▪️ Sunday 10 Sep - London to Brighton bike ride (55m) 🚴- 
with team icanyoucantoo expertly captained by Nilesh 
Dosa. 
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06.09.2023 – 08.09.2023 
 
The following classes won the 
Attendance Superstar 
Certificate for excellent 
attendance of over 97%: 
 
3 Hazel, 4 Rowan and 6 Hornbeam 
 
 

A special ‘well done’ to 2 Cedar, 2 Holly and 
6 Chestnut for 100% attendance.     
 

 
 
 
 
 
8th September 2023  
 
Harry - 1 Pine 
Ava - 1 Lime 
Christopher - 1 Willow 
Albie - 2 Cedar 
Hudson - 2 Beech 
Molly- 2 Holly 
Savannah - 3 Hazel 
Jamie - 3 Oak 
Markus - 3 Maple 
Owen - 4 Birch 
Isla-Rose - 4 Rowan 
Harry - 4 Larch 
 Elizabeth - 5 Alder 
Aidan - 5 Aspen 
Matilda - 5 Hawthorn 
Blake - 6 Hornbeam 
George - 6 Acacia 
Kamran - 6 Chestnut 
 

 
 
 
 
Happy Birthday! 
 
Zachary, Finley, Harry, Harrison, 
Mohamed, Juanita, Jessica, 
Michael, Kamran, Enzo, Harry, 
James, Minnie, Lewis and Rudy. 
 
 
 
Respecting our neighbours 
 
When parking near the school we would ask that you do 
not park across resident’s driveways, preventing the 
person from exiting or entering their property.   We are 
still receiving complaints from residents; this behaviour 
by a small minority is giving Branfil Primary School a bad 
name in our local area.  Please treat our neighbours with 
courtesy and respect.   
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Tuesday, 12th September 2023 Welcome to Year 6 meeting with parents – 9:00am 

Tuesday, 12th September 2023 4 Birch visit to Pizza Express 9:30am 

Tuesday, 12th September 2023 Welcome to Year 4 meeting with parents – 2:30pm 

Wednesday, 13th September 2023 Welcome to Year 2 meeting with parents – 9:00am 

Wednesday, 13th September 2023 Year 2 Maths Workshops for parents 

Wednesday, 13th September 2023 Welcome to year 1 meeting with parents – 2:30pm 

Thursday, 14th September 2023 Welcome to year 5 meeting with parents – 9:00am 

Thursday, 14th September 2023 Welcome to year 3 meeting with parents – 2:30pm 

Monday, 18th September 2023 Year 4 Viking Workshop 

Wednesday, 27th September 2023 Year 2 Parent Reading and Phonic Workshop 

Thursday, 28th September 2023 Year 1 (year 2 parents if invited) Phonic Workshop for Parents 

Monday, 2nd October 2023 – Friday, 6th October 2023 Year 5 and 6 Bikeability 

Monday, 2nd October 2023 Harvest Festival Assembly 

Tuesday, 3rd October 2023 Individual Class Photos 

Tuesday, 3rd October 2023 Year 4/5 Multi Sport Festival 

Wednesday, 4th October 2023 School Tours for New Intake 2024 – 9:15am and 1:45pm 

Thursday, 5th October 2023 Yearly AGM 9-10am for new and existing parents 

Monday, 9th October 2023 Year 2 – Creating Pudding Lane – parent event 

Tuesday, 10th October 2023 Year 5 Employment and Engagement Session 

Tuesday, 10th October 2023 4 Larch visit to Pizza Express 9:30am 

Thursday, 12th October 2023 Year 5/6 Cross-Country Stubbers 

Thursday, 12th October 2023 Reception Phonics Parent Workshop 

Thursday, 12th October 2023 Year 1 Maths Parental Workshop 

Tuesday, 17th October 2023 Science Dome for Year 5 

Wednesday, 18th October 2023 Year 1/2  Mixed Football Festival 

Thursday, 19th October 2023 School Tours for New Intake 2024 – 9:15am and 1:45pm 

Monday, 23rd October – Friday, 27th October 2023 Autumn Half Term 

Monday, 6th November 2023 Flu Vaccinations – session 1 

Tuesday, 7th November 2023 4 Rowan visit to Pizza Express 9:30am    (amended date) 

Friday, 1st December 2023 INSET day 

Wednesday, 20th December 2023 – Wednesday, 3rd 
January 2024 

Christmas Break 

Thursday, 4th January 2024 INSET day 

Friday, 5th January 2024 INSET day 

Monday, 19th February – Friday, 23rd February 2024 February Half Term 

Friday, 29th March – Friday, 12th April 2023 Easter Break 

Monday, 27th May – Friday, 31st May 2024 Spring Half Term 

Wednesday, 24th July 2024 Break up for the summer break 
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