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Community Newsletter  
12th January 2024  
 
Dear parents and carers 
 
Welcome to our 
fortnightly community 
newsletter.  You will 
receive the usual 
fortnightly newsletter 
with all the school news next week.  This one will focus 
mainly on any additional news in the community that 
may interest you. Following parental feedback, I hope 
that these new arrangements will make all of the useful 
information that we provide easier to digest! 
 
Please see the first ‘article’ about the National drive to 
improve school attendance.  The average school 
attendance for primary schools in Havering is 94% - 
slightly higher than the national average of 93.7%.  At 
Branfil our attendance is currently 95.4%, however, this 
includes 14 pupils with attendance under 75% and it is 
still not as high as our target.   
 
In addition we are trying to tackle lateness. Any lateness 
over 30 minutes has to be recorded as a U on the school 
register, which is an unauthorised absence.  Every 
minute lost means the children are losing out on 
learning, and this can have a major impact longer-term: 
“Being just five minutes late each day adds up to three 
lost school days [over a year]; being 15 minutes late is 
the equivalent to 10 lost days.”  

 
Please help us by ensuring your child attends school 
unless they are too unwell to do so, and arrives on time 
each day. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 Mrs Sansom, Headteacher 

Major National Drive to Improve School Attendance 
 
Thereis a national drive to improve school attendance.  
The campaign strapline is “moments matter, 
attendance counts”. Messaging for the communications 
have been developed from research into parental 
attitudes, as well as two local authority pilots at the end 
of 2023. Campaign messages aim to primarily reach 
those parents and carers whose children are taking 
preventable odd days of absence – or “avoidable 
absence” – rather than children who face greater 
barriers to attendance, such as those with long term 
medical needs or special educational needs and 
disabilities. 
The campaign seeks to influence parents and carers’ 
views on the importance of school attendance.  They 
aim to reassure parents that the NHS and Chief Medical 
Officer say it is appropriate for parents and carers to 
send their children to school with mild respiratory 
illnesses, including general cold symptoms like a minor 
cough, runny nose or sore throat.  
 
For more information, please follow this link: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/major-
national-drive-to-improve-school-attendance 
 
 
Information, resources support for your families 

 
SEN and disability: 
Children and parents 
have a range of rights 
regarding SEN and 
disability.  The charities 
Independent Provider 

for Special Education Advice (IPSEA) and the Disability 
Law Service advise families to their legal rights in this 
area. 
 

 https://www.gov.uk/courts-tribunals/first-

tier-tribunal-special-educational-needs-and-

disability 

 https://www.ipsea.org.uk/ 

 https://dls.org.uk/ 

 https://www.haveringsendiass.co.uk/ 
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Havering Schools and Education 
News 
 
Please follow the following link for 
various school and education news 
from Havering Council.  
 
https://www.havering.gov.uk/news/20006/schools_a
nd_education 
 
 
Warm Coats Initiative Havering Libraries 

All Havering libraries have 
introduced a Warm Coats Initiative 
this winter.  They have adults and 
children’s coats that anyone can 
pick up for free, no questions 
asked.  They have a coat rail in each 
library where people can come in, 
try on and take home.  Last year it 
was trialled at Rainham Library and 
70 coats were given out in total. 

If anyone has any donations of good quality, warm, clean 
and undamaged coats that these will be very welcome, 
just please ring up your local library before dropping off 
as we are unsure of how many donations they will be 
getting.   

Poster attached further on in the newsletter for more 
details. 

Forest School volunteers   

We are looking for volunteers to help support us during 
our Forest School sessions. The 
support of volunteers from 
our school community is vital 
in helping us to provide this 
great experience for the 
children at 
Branfil. Volunteers can include 
parents, carers and extended 
family members. Please note 

that all volunteers will be required to have an up to date 
DBS check, which can be arranged via the school office if 
needed.  

 

Responsibilities for volunteers at Forest School include 
helping to get resources ready for the session, 
supporting children with activities and helping to pack 
away at the end. The 
sessions are lots of fun 
and it is a great 
opportunity to spend 
some time in the great 
outdoors, it is worth 
noting that Forest School goes ahead whatever the 
weather!  

We are looking for volunteers to support us with the 
following sessions: 

 Tuesday afternoons from 1pm-3pm  

 Wednesday mornings from 9:30am-11:30am 

 Wednesday afternoons from 1pm-3pm 

If you or a family member would like to volunteer please 
email Mrs Ferguson at 
forestschool@branfil.havering.sch.uk and let us know if 
you have a current DBS check or if you would like details 
about how to obtain one.  

 
School Nurse Drop In Session 
 
The school nurse will be doing another drop in session 
for parents.  This will take place on Monday 5th February 
at 3pm - 4pm.  

 
 
If parents/carers wish to make an appointment to 
discuss any health concerns they may have with their 
children, please call the Office to book a slot, on a first 
come first served basis. 
 
Poster attached further on in the newsletter for more 
details. 
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