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Community Newsletter  
1st March 2024  
 
 
If you have any community 
information that may be suitable 
for this newsletter, please send 
it in to the school office: FAO Mrs 
Taylor – Community Newsletter.  
 
 
Forest School volunteers   

We are looking for volunteers 
to help support us during our 
Forest School sessions. The 
support of volunteers from 
our school community is vital 

in helping us to provide this great experience for the 
children at Branfil. Volunteers can include parents, carers 
and extended family members. Please note that 
all volunteers will be required to have an up to date DBS 
check, which can be arranged via the school office if 
needed.  

Responsibilities for volunteers at Forest School include 
helping to get resources ready for the session, supporting 
children with activities and helping to pack away at the end. 
The sessions are lots of fun and it is a great opportunity to 
spend some time in the great outdoors, it is worth noting 
that Forest School goes ahead whatever the weather!  

We are looking for volunteers to support us with the 
following sessions: 

 Tuesday afternoons from 1pm-3pm  

 Wednesday mornings from 9:30am-11:30am 

 Wednesday afternoons from 1pm-3pm 

If you or a family member would like to 
volunteer please email Mrs Ferguson at 
forestschool@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
and let us know if you have a current 
DBS check or if you would like details 
about how to obtain one.  

 

 

Information, resources support for your families 
 
Childcare Choices is a government-backed website that 
brings together all the existing childcare offers in one place, 
so parents can get the help that fits their family and helps 
them juggle work and life.  Thousands of families could be 
saving money on their childcare costs. But some simply 
don’t know what support they might be eligible for. 

Childcare options include Tax-Free Childcare, 30 Hours 
Childcare, or Universal Credit Childcare. Some families 
might be eligible to use more than one childcare scheme 
together and get the most out of it. 

Don’t miss out on getting the support you are entitled to. 
Visit the Childcare Choices website 
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/ to check which 
offers you might be eligible for. 

Measles cases 

Measles can make your child seriously unwell - the NHS has 
been reporting an increase in measles and is encouraging 
everyone to check that they and their children have had 
two doses of the free MMR vaccine, for protection against 
measles, as well as mumps and rubella. 

If children and young adults have missed these vaccinations 
in the past, it’s important to take up the vaccine now from 
GPs, particularly in light of the recent cases. Check your 
child’s Red Book to see if they’ve received MMR 
vaccinations or check with your GP surgery if you’re unsure. 

Most healthy adults will have developed some immunity to 
measles but can still receive two doses of the vaccine from 
their GP too. 

Measles symptoms to be aware of include: high fever, sore, 
red, watery eyes, coughing, aching and feeling generally 
unwell, a blotchy red brown rash, which usually appears 
after the initial symptoms. 

Anyone with symptoms is also being advised to stay at 
home and phone their GP or NHS 111 for advice. 

 
BBC news on Family and Education 
 
Please follow the link for various family and 
education current news. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education 

mailto:forestschool@branfil.havering.sch.uk
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education
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New to Branfil:  



 

Headteacher: Mrs N Sansom 
 
 

Cedar Avenue, Upminster, Essex. RM14 2LW 
Phone: 01708 225186    Web: www.branfil.com    Email:  office@branfil.havering.sch.uk 

 

 

  



 

Headteacher: Mrs N Sansom 
 
 

Cedar Avenue, Upminster, Essex. RM14 2LW 
Phone: 01708 225186    Web: www.branfil.com    Email:  office@branfil.havering.sch.uk 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  



 

Headteacher: Mrs N Sansom 
 
 

Cedar Avenue, Upminster, Essex. RM14 2LW 
Phone: 01708 225186    Web: www.branfil.com    Email:  office@branfil.havering.sch.uk 

 

 
 
  



 

Headteacher: Mrs N Sansom 
 
 

Cedar Avenue, Upminster, Essex. RM14 2LW 
Phone: 01708 225186    Web: www.branfil.com    Email:  office@branfil.havering.sch.uk 

 

 
 


