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Branfil Newsletter 28th March 2024  
 
Dear parents and carers  
 
It has been a short but intense half term where 
everything that normally fits into a six week half term 
has been squeezed into four weeks and four days – with 
Ofsted as an extra, just to top it all off! I would like to 
thank the staff team who continue to smile and do their 
very best for all of our pupils, despite this additional 
pressure. I am sure they are looking forward to a break 
now, and I hope you are too. I wish you all a lovely Easter 
holiday; I hope you are able to spend some quality time 
with family and friends. 
  
Mrs Sansom, Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We look forward to welcoming the 
children back to school on Monday 15th 

April at 8.35am 
 

 
 
 
Spring Term Attendance Winners 
 

Each week, all classes who 
achieve at least 97% 
attendance receive a 
‘certificard’, which is 
displayed on the classroom 
door; at the end of each 
term, the class with the most 

certificards are awarded with extra outdoor play time.    
 
Well done to 5 Hawthorn who have won a certificard 7 
times over the Spring term (2 of which were for 100%). 

Vision for 2021-2026 
 

EVERYONE LEARNING TOGETHER 
 

Branfil is a vibrant learning community where we 
nurture lifelong learners who embody our school 

values and make a positive contribution to the world. 
 

Adults and children feel valued and love learning 
together. Everyone thrives and achieves personal 
success through being happy, safe and confident 

learners, who ask questions, take appropriate risks, 
learn from their mistakes and seek help when needed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our value this term is RESPECT.  
 

In our learning community we respect ourselves, each 
other and the environment.  

 

 
Cumulative House Points for Spring Term 

 

                               Tylers –     444 points  

Pages –   426 points  

                 Belhus –   407 points 

 Cely –    426 points 

 
Congratulations to Tylers! 
 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=YOIUMl7b&id=BE418CCF013CCBB6FAC5169D0804681FC1336124&thid=OIP.YOIUMl7b6_t49q107PKJxgHaJO&mediaurl=http://www.clker.com/cliparts/5/7/6/v/i/M/hot-air-balloon-red-md.png&exph=299&expw=240&q=red+hot+air+balloon+drawing&simid=608012834715993492&selectedIndex=0&cbir=sbi
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=SfKQTXr9&id=9ACA8D1C19FA27559481FF2546725E0046C071F1&thid=OIP.SfKQTXr9aq6aC-FLnjXzegHaJN&mediaurl=http://www.clker.com/cliparts/o/7/9/H/x/S/hot-air-balloon-green-hi.png&exph=597&expw=480&q=green+hot+air+balloon+drawing&simid=608011606332280244&selectedIndex=0&cbir=sbi
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=w52qtBwE&id=2CBE6DE156A1C6F8BC8E191DBECE938C97C961C7&thid=OIP.w52qtBwEkqqLSyFfHhaUdQHaFj&mediaurl=http://images.clipartpanda.com/hot-air-balloon-clip-art-png-hot_air_balloon_blue.png&exph=480&expw=640&q=blue+hot+air+balloon+drawing&simid=608053014057519184&selectedIndex=0&cbir=sbi
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=QkwyXNhF&id=E2B6A523198E210F331CC1F1342BEEEC180326C1&thid=OIP.QkwyXNhFSieJZLityBcpNgHaJN&mediaurl=http://www.clker.com/cliparts/h/1/E/I/n/y/hot-air-balloon-yellow-hi.png&exph=597&expw=480&q=yellow+hot+air+balloon+drawing&simid=608039433443149956&selectedIndex=0&cbir=sbi


 

Headteacher: Mrs N Sansom 
 
 

Cedar Avenue, Upminster, Essex. RM14 2LW 
Phone: 01708 225186    Web: www.branfil.com    Email:  office@branfil.havering.sch.uk 

 

 
Lead Learners for Spring Term  

One Lead Learner from each class, nominated by their 
teacher, was awarded a certificate and badge in our 
special Lead Learner assemblies. A big “well done” and 
congratulations go to: 

KS1 

Remy - Acorns 
Amelie - Conkers 
Louie - 1 Lime 
Eddie - 1 Pine 
Oliver - 1 Willow 
Rola - 2 Beech 
Ava - 2 Cedar 
Dulcie-Mae - 2 Holly 
 
 

 

KS2 

Essie - 3 Hazel 
Freddie - 3 Maple 
William- 3 Oak 
Rosie - 4 Birch 
Blake - 4 Larch 
Ernest - 4 Rowan 
Eva - 5 Aspen 
Reid - 5 Hawthorn 
Amelia - 5 Alder 
Henry - 6 Acacia 
Logan - 6 Chestnut 
Kayden - 6 Hornbeam 
 

 

Year 5 visits to Gurdwara 
 
Over the past week Year 5 have had the pleasure of 
visiting Barking Gurdwara to learn about Sikhism. We got 
to see the 5Ks, observe people praying and even have a 
special reading from the Guru Granth Sahib. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 1 Food and Nutrition Project 
 
In Year 1 this week for our DT ‘Food and 
Nutrition’ project, we have been designing and making a 
healthy fruit kebab.  We tasted familiar and unfamiliar 
fruits as well as learning how to handle and work with 
knives safely in a cooking environment.  Some of us 
thought it was the best day ever tasting our yummy 
healthy treats! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Excellence in the Arts 
 
This week's winner is Sadie in 6 Chestnut. Sadie has 
created this stunning landscape painting using acrylic 
paint. Her careful use of colour, tone, shadow and 
brushstrokes have created this amazing painting that 
wouldn't look out of place in any gallery. Well done 
Sadie! 
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25.03.2024 – 28.03.2024 
 
The following classes won the 
Attendance Superstar 
Certificate for excellent 
attendance    of    over    97%:  
 
4 Birch, 4 Larch and 5 Aspen. 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
28th March 2024  
 
Evie - Acorns 
Betsy - Conkers 
Charlie - 1 Pine 
Lacey - 1 Lime 
Betsy - 1 Willow 
Logan - 2 Cedar 
Sultan - 2 Beech 
Teddy - 2 Holly 
Milo - 3 Hazel 
Danny - 3 Oak 
Lottie - 3 Maple 
Gabriela - 4 Birch 
Octavia - 4 Rowan 
Mason - 4 Larch 
Ben - 5 Alder 
Mohamed - 5 Aspen 
Lenny - 5 Hawthorn 
Aria - 6 Hornbeam 
Ben Wheeler - 6 Acacia 
Jack - 6 Chestnut 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Happy Birthday! 
 
 
Dulcie-Mae, Jakob, Tami, Keaton, 
Kaci, Tilly, Mia, George, Deano, 
Henry, Thomas, Robert, Blake, 
Nicholas, Alexia, Tillie, Ryan, 
Joseph, Joshua, Arthur, Patrick, 
Donnie, Sonny, Violet, Grace, 
Mehar, Donkarlas, Molly, Timothy, 
Fletcher, Asia, Ben, Hendrix, 
Alexandra and Arlo. 
 
 
 
X / Twitter 

Please follow us 
@BranfilPrimary to see life at 
Branfil. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Friday, 29th March – Friday, 12th April 2024 Easter Break 

Tuesday, 16th April 2024 OPAL Parent/Carer Event for years 1 and 4 

Wednesday, 17th April 2024 OPAL Parent/Carer Event for years 3 and 6 

Wednesday, 17th April 2024 Year 3 Author event: James Sellick 

Thursday, 18th April 2024 OPAL Parent/Carer Event for years 2 and 5 

Friday, 26th April 2024 Year 1 & 2 Mixed Football Festival 

Wednesday, 1st May 2024 Year 5 & 6 Cricket Event 

Monday, 13th May – Thursday, 16th May 2024 Year 6 SATs week 

Monday, 20th May – Friday, 24th May 2024 Year 6 Residential to Gilwell Park Activity Centre 

Monday, 20th May - Friday, 24th May 2024 Year 6 Fun Week (non Gilwell pupils) 

Thursday, 23rd May 2024 Wesak (Buddha Day) 

Monday, 27th May – Friday, 31st May 2024 Spring Half Term 

Tuesday, 4th June 2024 Whole School Photos 

Wednesday, 5th June 2024 Year 5 & 6 Quad Kids 

Thursday, 6th June 2024 Year 4 visit to Rainham Marshes 

Saturday, 8th June 2024 Friends of Branfil Summer Fair  (change of date) 

Monday, 10th June 2024 Year 4 MTC Test period 

Monday, 10th June Phonic Screening week - year 1 

Monday, 10th June 2024 New Intake Reception parents/carer meeting & Child Stay & Play 

Monday, 17th June 2024 2 Holly to visit the Windmill (TBC) 

Tuesday, 18th June 2024 Year 5 visit to Nuclear Races 

Tuesday, 18th June 2024 Year 6 Citizen Event (TBC) 

Wednesday, 19th June 024 Naomi Joslyn in school - writing workshops 

Thursday, 20th June 2024 Reception visit to Barleylands 

Wednesday, 26th June 2024 Naomi Joslyn in school for book signing and parental workshop 

Tuesday, 2nd July 2024 Sports Day for years 5 and 6 - 9:30-11:00am 

Tuesday, 2nd July 2024 Sports Day for years 1 and 2 - 1:00-2:30pm 

Wednesday, 3rd July 2024 Sports Day for Reception 9:30-10:30am 

Wednesday, 3rd July 2024 Sports Day for years 3 and 4 - 1:30 -3:00pm 

Monday, 8th July 2024 Acorns Parents Assembly 2:30-3:00pm 

Tuesday, 9th July 2024 Years 1 & 4 OPAL Parent Event 

Wednesday, 10th July 2024 Years R, 3 & 6 OPAL Parent Event 

Thursday, 11th July 2024 Years 2 & 5 OPAL Parent Event 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY (continued) 

Monday, 15th July 2024 Conkers Parent Assembly 2:30-3:00pm 

Tuesday, 16th July 2024 Year 6 Production - class TBC 

Wednesday, 17th July 2024 Year 6 Production - class TBC 

Thursday, 18th July 2024 Year 6 Production - class TBC 

Friday, 19th July 2024 Rock Steady Band Concert 

Friday, 19th July 2024 Year 6 Mini Market 

Tuesday, 23rd July 2023 Year 6 Leavers Disco 

Wednesday, 24th July 2024 Break up for the summer break 
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Your chance to have your say on our work: the Big Listen 
is live. 

 

On 8 March, Sir Martyn Oliver set out his ambition for Ofsted to be a modern, world-class 
inspectorate and regulator – fit for purpose and trusted by parents, by children and by you: 
the professionals we work with. 
  
As part of this, Sir Martyn launched Ofsted’s Big Listen. The Big Listen is a wide-reaching and 
comprehensive effort to hear from the full range of professionals and providers Ofsted works 
with, as well as the parents, carers, children and learners Ofsted works for. 
  
Sir Martyn has been clear that he wants to rebuild your confidence in Ofsted. And the 
confidence of parents and children, too. 
  
The Big Listen will run for 3 months. It includes an open online consultation, as well as 
surveys and focus groups carried out with parents, professionals and children by 
independent organisations. We will also gather views directly at events and meetings. 
  
Please do take some time to give us your feedback, and encourage and support your teams 
to do the same. Please encourage your pupils to take part and support them to do this. 
  
Both online surveys will close on 31 May 2024. 
  

 Access the adults and children’s consultations 

 Read more about the Big Listen in our press notice 

 Read more about the children’s consultation in our press notice 

 

  

https://www.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=46387df40cbf78623e0679b2f&id=041987cb68&e=5294555887
https://www.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=46387df40cbf78623e0679b2f&id=89ffc5ed32&e=5294555887
https://www.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=46387df40cbf78623e0679b2f&id=0c7786d676&e=5294555887
https://www.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=46387df40cbf78623e0679b2f&id=25cbaebd64&e=5294555887
https://www.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=46387df40cbf78623e0679b2f&id=8ed1d85071&e=5294555887
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Thames Chase  also have: 

29th and 30th March, and 1st April - Meet the Easter Bunny. Decorate an eggtastic wooden Easter photo frame 

to take home with you, meet the Easter Bunny and take your photo with them. You will also receive an Easter 

gift from the Easter Bunny. 

 

2nd April - Decorate your own box for Easter treats to go in. You can be as creative as you like, with these 

lovely wooden boxes. Join our education volunteers and let your creative juices flow. 

Suitable for all ages, children must be accompanied by a parent/carer at all times. 
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